
How We Can Help
• Measure the economic and environmental 

benefits of conservation practices with on-farm 
research

• Assist farmers working through the challenges 
of implementing new technologies and 
conservation practices on their farms

• Help identify field-specific conservation practices 
to reach farmer production and environmental 
goals

• Consult on nutrient management practices, 
technology, planting and fertilizer application 
equipment, and drone use for field scouting 
and mapping

• Provide guidance on managing cover crops for 
success

• Increase manure nutrient utilization to enhance 
crop production, promote soil health, and 
reduce water quality impacts

• Identify funding opportunities for practice 
implementation and monitoring from university, 
federal, state, and community resources

The water quality extension associate team works 
with faculty, extension specialists, and county 
educators to bring current information, applied 
research, and resources to answer the 
agricultural community’s questions on 
conservation practices.
 https://waterqualityextension.osu.edu 

Water Quality Goals
The water quality team is working to reach water 
quality goals set forth by Ohio EPA in the 2020 
Ohio’s Domestic Action Plan for the Maumee 
River Watershed. The goal is to reduce Total 
Phosphorus (TP) and Dissolved Reactive 
Phosphorus (DRP) loads by 40% by 2025, for a 
total maximum Spring load of 860 metric tons of 
TP and 186 metric tons of DRP.

Water quality extension associates at Water 
Quality Team Meeting July 14th, 2025.
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Water Quality Extension Associate 
Services and Interest Areas Fact Sheet
Our Goal
Engage farmers and their trusted advisors in 
new production strategies, technologies, and 
best management practices that increase 
farmer profitability and improve water quality. In 
addition, we work to facilitate conversation and 
relationships between all watershed 
stakeholders to reach regional water quality 
goals.

We encourage sustained widespread practice 
use through education, research, and 
demonstrations on conservation practice 
benefits.

Partnerships
The Water Quality Extension Associates 
are supported through partnerships with 
the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and Cargill.

https://waterqualityextension.osu.edu/


CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 
For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.
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Water Quality Associates:
1. Heather Torlina – Fulton, Williams, Lucas
• Topics of interest: environmental science, education,

molecular biology
• Contact: office (419)590-6039

torlina.1@osu.edu

2. Rachel Henry, CCA/CPAg – Paulding, Defiance,
Van Wert

• Topics of interest: soil health, cover crops, maximizing
efficiency of fertilizer

• Contact: office (419)399-8225 / cell (567)344-5016
cochran.474@osu.edu

3. Open Position - Crawford, Erie, Sandusky, Seneca,
Wyandot
waterqualityassociates@osu.edu

4. Amber Emmons, CCA - Wood, Henry, Ottawa
• Topics of interest: soil health, cover crops, best

management practices, weed science
• Contact: cell (419)796-1404

emmons.118@osu.edu

5. Open Position – Putnam, Hancock, Hardin
waterqualityassociates@osu.edu

6. Jocelyn Ruble – Auglaize, Mercer, Allen
• Topics of interest: In-field and edge-of-field

conservation practices, wetlands, economics of
best management practices and nutrient
reductions

• Contact: office (419)910-6057
ruble.74@osu.edu

Team Leadership:
Greg LaBarge, CCA/CPAg
Field Specialist, Agronomic Systems
• Contact: (740) 852-0975

labarge.1@osu.edu

Heather Raymond
Water Quality Initiative Director
• Contact: (614) 202-8773

raymond.54@osu.edu
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